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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Barton et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6233389), 

hereinafter referred to as Barton' 389 in view of Boston et al . 



(US Pat. No. 7212730), hereinafter referred to as Boston. 

Referring to claim 1, Barton' 389 discloses a method of 
content presentation comprising the steps of: 

receiving (fig. 1, input module) a content signal (fig. 1, 
input stream) from a content source (col. 3, lines 34 - 38, TV 
input streams) ; 

deriving (fig. 1, media switch) a content indicator (fig. 
5) from a content analysis (fig. 4, note parsed data) of the 
content signal (fig. 1, input stream) ; and 

adjusting (col. 3, lines 28 - 29) a presentation rate (col. 



3, lines 28 - 29, i.e. fast/slow play and etc.) of the content 
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signal (fig. 1, input stream) in response to the content 
indicator (fig. 5) . 

However, Barton does not explicitly disclose automatically 
adjusting a presentation rate of the content signal in response 
to the content indicator. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to automate the manual 
adjustment of the presentation rate of the content signal in 
response to the content indicator to avoid unwanted content to 
be saved in the hard disk 105. See making automatic - In re 
Venner, 262 F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 193, 194 (CCPA 1958). 

Furthermore, Boston discloses the method of creating a user 
preference profile for controlling the presentation rates of 
different content categories, the preference profile being in 
communication with a content indicator (col. 2, lines 1 - 40). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Barton 
and Boston before him or her, to modify the system of Barton to 
include the user preference option of Boston because Boston's 
DVR system enables users to edit various segments, such as 
scenes, that occur within the program. 
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The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to 
edit program to fit user's preferences. For example, users can 
program scene that only shows its favorite "crash scenes", 
commercials, or the like. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to combine Boston with Barton to obtain the invention as 
specified in the instant claim(s). 

As to claim 2, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed in 
claim 1 wherein step of adjusting further comprises adjusting 
the presentation rate (col. 3, lines 28 - 29, i.e. fast/slow 
play and etc.) in response to a user preference profile (col. 
11, lines 17 - 21, user creates custom sequence of video 
output) . 

As to claim 3, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed in 
claim 2 wherein the user preference profile (col. 11, lines 17 - 
21, user creates custom sequence of video output) is determined 
in response to a previous user behaviour (col. 11, lines 17 - 
21, user creates custom sequence of a recorded videos, which is 
created prior to a show or the like) . 

As to claim 4, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed in 
claim 2 wherein the user preference profile (col. 11, lines 17 - 
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21, user creates custom sequence of video output) is determined 
in response to a user input (col. 2, lines 33, user input, i.e. 
commands for fast/slow play and etc.). 

As to claim 5, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed in 
claim 1 wherein the step of adjusting the presentation rate 
(col. 3, lines 28 - 29, i.e. fast/slow play and etc.) comprises 
selection between a first presentation rate (col. 3, lines 28 - 
29, fast forward) and at least a second presentation rate (col. 
3, lines 28 - 29, play) . 

As to claim 6, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed in 
claim 5 wherein the first presentation rate (col. 3, lines 28 - 
29, i.e. fast/slow play and etc.) is a fast forward rate (col. 
3, lines 28 - 29, fast forward) and the second presentation rate 
is a substantially real time presentation rate (col. 3, lines 28 
- 29, play) . 

As to claim 7, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed in 
claim 5 wherein at least one presentation rate is a reverse time 
presentation rate (col. 3, lines 28 - 29, reverse). 
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As to claim 8, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed in 
claim 1 further comprising: 

the step of recording the content signal (fig. 1, input 
stream) on a storage medium (fig. 1, hard disk 105), and 

wherein the step of receiving (fig. 1, input module) the 
content signal (fig. 1, input stream) comprises receiving the 
recorded content signal from the storage medium (fig. 1, output 
module shows a method of receiving the recorded content from the 
storage medium), and the step of deriving (fig. 1, media switch) 
the content indicator (fig. 5) is performed in association with 
the step of recording the video signal (fig 6, discloses a 
method of deriving in association with recording video signals) . 

As to claim 9, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed in 
claim 1 wherein the step of deriving (fig. 1, media switch) the 
content indicator (fig. 5) comprises analysing content 
information data (fig. 5 shows a method of analysing address, 
type, and time stamp) associated with the content signal. 

As to claim 10, Barton' 389 discloses a method of content 
presentation as claimed in claim 1 wherein the content signal is 
a video signal (col. 3, lines 34 - 38, TV input streams). 
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As to claim 11, Barton' 389 disclose a method as claimed in 
claim 10 wherein the content source is a video signal storage 
medium (col. 3, lines 34 - 38, DBS, DSS, ATSC) . 

As to claim 12, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed 
in claim 11 wherein the content source (col. 3, lines 34 - 38, 
TV input streams) is a video broadcast source (col. 3, lines 34 
- 38, PAL broadcast) . 

As to claim 13, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed 
in claim 1 wherein the content signal (fig. 1, input stream) is 
a multimedia signal (col. 3, lines 34 - 38, DSS). 

As to claim 14, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed 
in claim 1 wherein the content signal (fig. 1, input stream) is 
a text signal (col. 3, line 58, Close Caption). 

As to claim 15, Barton' 389 discloses a method as claimed 
in claim 1 wherein the content signal (fig. 1, input stream) is 
an audio signal (col. 3, lines 34 - 38, DBS). 
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As to claim 16, Barton' 389 discloses the set of 

instructions operable to carry out a method according to claim 1 

(col. 8, line 9, TiVo Media Kernel). 

Referring to claim 17, Barton' 389 discloses an apparatus 
for content presentation comprising: 

a receiver (fig. 1, input module) for receiving a content 
signal from a content source; 

a processor (fig. 1, CPU) for deriving a content indicator 
from a content analysis of the content signal; and 

a controller (fig. 1 media switch 102) for adjusting a 
presentation rate of the content signal in response to the 
content indicator. 

However, Barton does not explicitly disclose for 
automatically adjusting a presentation rate of the content 
signal in response to the content indicator. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to automate the manual adjustment of the presentation 
rate of the content signal in response to the content indicator 
to avoid unwanted content to be saved in the hard disk 105. See 
making automatic - In re Venner, 262 F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 193, 194 
(CCPA 1958) . 
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Furthermore, Boston discloses the method of automatically 
adjusting a presentation rate of the content signal according to 
the user predefined preference profile and in response to the 
content indicator (col. 2, lines 1 - 40). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Barton 
and Boston before him or her, to modify the system of Barton to 
include the user preference option of Boston because Boston's 
DVR system enables users to edit various segments, such as 
scenes, that occur within the program. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to 
edit program to fit user's preferences. For example, users can 
program scene that only shows its favorite "crash scenes", 
commercials, or the like. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to combine Boston with Barton to obtain the invention as 
specified in the instant claim(s). 

As to claim 18, Barton' 389 discloses an apparatus as 
claimed in claim 17 wherein the apparatus is a video signal 
playback apparatus (video playback apparatus of fig. 1) and the 
content signal is a video signal (col. 3, lines 34 - 38, TV 
input streams) . 
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As to claim 19, Barton' 389 discloses an apparatus as 
claimed in claim 18 wherein the apparatus is a video recorder 
unit further comprising a recording controller operable to 
record the video signal (col. 3, lines 34 - 38, TV input 
streams) on a storage medium (fig. 1, hard disk) . 

Referring to claim 20, Barton discloses a method of content 
presentation, said method comprising the steps of: 

selecting (fig. 1, input module) by a user a preferred 
playback rate (col. 3, lines 28 - 29, i.e. fast/slow play and 
etc.) for each of the predefined selected preferences in the 
user preference profile and storing the user preference profile 
and the selected playback rates; receiving a content signal from 
a content source; 

deriving (fig. 1, media switch) a content indicator (fig. 
5) from a content analysis of the content signal (fig. 4, note 
parsed data) , the content indicator identifying at least one of 
the user profile preferences of predefined content categories; 
and 
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However, Barton does not explicitly disclose the method of 
"automatically adjusting a presentation rate of the content 
signal in response to the content indicator." Barton's system 
does, however, is capable of adjusting the presentation rate of 
the content signal in response to the content indicator as 
mapped in the previous office action. Since automating a manual 
activity, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, see In re Venner, 262 F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 193, 194 
(CCPA 1958). Examiner changes the 102 rejection into 103, but 
maintains the applied art. 

Boston, in combination of Barton the program logic or user 
to create custom sequences of video output. Any number of video 
segments can be lined up and combined as if the grogram logic or 
user were using a broadcast studio video mixer, discloses 
creating a user preference profile by selecting preferences for 
content categories, the preference profile being in 
communication with a playback controller for use in adjusting a 
presentation rate of a content signal (col. 2, lines 1 - 40); 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Barton 
and Boston before him or her, to modify the system of Barton to 
include the user preference option of Boston because Boston's 
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DVR system enables users to edit various segments, such as 
scenes, that occur within the program. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to 
edit program to fit user's preferences. For example, users can 
program scene that only shows its favorite "crash scenes", 
commercials, or the like. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to combine Boston with Barton to obtain the invention as 
specified in the instant claim(s). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 

Note: Barton (also well known as TiVo) , the applied prior 
art, is directed towards allowing users to store selected 
television broadcast programs while the user is simultaneously 
watching or reviewing another program. Barton allows "the 
program logic or user to create custom sequences of video 
output. Any number of video segments can be lined up and 
combined as if the grogram logic or user were using a broadcast 
studio video mixer" (Column 11, lines 17 - 21) . Therefore, a 
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presentation rate can be adjusted base on many different content 
indicators. Furthermore, some of the limitations of the present 
claims are treated as intended use. For example, inter alia, 
"user profile for controlling the presentation" does not 
positively limit the claim. A recitation of the intended use of 
the claimed invention must result in a structural difference 
between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to 
patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. 
If the prior art structure is capable of performing the intended 
use, then it meets the claim. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground (s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1 . 136 (a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
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expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to JUANITO 
C. BORROMEO whose telephone number is (571) 270-1720. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, 
ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Henry Tsai can be 
reached on 571 272 4176. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
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Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have guestions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Henry W.H. Tsai/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2184 



